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‘Mission: Possible’ draws teens to rally

FORT WAYNE — Bishop Kevin C. 
Rhoades has announced that the Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend is partnering with 
Catholics Come Home to launch a media 
campaign this winter inviting inactive or 
under-active Catholics to “come home” to 
the Catholic Church.

Catholics Come Home is an independent, 
nonprofit, lay Catholic organization dedicated 
to producing and airing faith messages via 
local, national and international television 
spots and web sites. 

 “Beginning this coming Dec. 17, televi-
sion viewers in the Fort Wayne and South 
Bend area markets will be encouraged to take 
another look at the Catholic Church,” said 
Natalie Kohrman, director of the Office of 
Evangelization and Spiritual Development 
for the diocese. “Several different spots invit-
ing those who have been away from the 
Catholic Church to “come home” will air 

through the end of January 2012,” she said.
Viewers will be directed to the Catholics 

Come Home website at: www.catholicscome-

home.org (or www.catholiciosregresen.org 
for those who speak Spanish). The diocese 
also has a website www.catholicscomehome-
fwsb.org. The websites feature several televi-
sion spots and answers to commonly asked 
questions about the Catholic faith, and a 
parish finder keyed to the visitor’s zip code, 
Kohrman explained.

 “These media resources already have 
helped to invite hundreds of thousands of 
lapsed Catholics and converts home to the 
Catholic Church, and encourage practicing 
Catholics to go deeper in their understanding 
and practice of the Catholic faith,” she added.

The diocesan campaign runs in conjunc-
tion with a new advertising campaign on 
major television networks Dec. 16-Jan. 8.

The Atlanta-based organization Catholics 
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CLICK ON CIRCULATION

FORT WAYNE — Young Catholics preparing for the 
sacrament of Confirmation joined their peers Saturday 
in Fort Wayne for the annual Confirmation Rally. The 
title, based on an upcoming movie release, was “Mission: 
Possible, Holy Spirit Protocol” and based on Philippians, “I 
can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”

This year’s rally, held at Gerig Activities Center at the 
Summit, was organized by the Office of Catechesis and 
included a keynote address by APeX Ministries, a juggling 
group consisting of Gene Monterastelli and Brad Farmer.

Popple, a Catholic band consisting of Kyle Heimann 
of Fort Wayne, Dan Harms of Merrillville and Jon 
Pressimone of Baltimore, Md., rocked the youths and 
provided the music for concerts and inspiration throughout 
the day and again at Eucharistic Adoration in the afternoon.

APeX Youth Ministries used juggling, humor and 
storytelling to appeal to the teenagers. The duo focused on 
the superhero theme, talking about “ninjas” and saints in 
the same breath.  

“The real superheroes are the saints,” emphasized 
Farmer, “regular, ordinary people who inspire us. Having 
studied at the school of the saints, I believe the miraculous 
really exists. It’s in front of us every day, and we can miss 
it.”

Farmer shared a personal story of growing up with a 
younger sister who had cerebral palsy. He described how 
while 11-year-old Brittany didn’t look like a superhero on 
the outside, she was truly a heroic girl who loved others 
unconditionally. In and out of hospitals much of her young 
life, Farmer recalled knowing something was very wrong 
one day. His parents had taken Brittany to the hospital 
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A first peek at 150 years of history at St. 

Patrick Parish, Arcola, began with a Mass 

concelebrated by Bishop John M. D’Arcy, 

bishop emeritus, and Father Alex Dodrai on 

Sunday, Dec. 4. 

Diocese launches ‘Catholics 
Come Home’ campaign
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Rally participants place intentions on a wall while Dan Harms and Kyle Heimann, right, of 
Popple perform. The confirmation rally welcomed 731 attendees to Fort Wayne on Dec. 3.
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Come Home aims to reach 250 mil-
lion television viewers in more than 
10,000 U.S. cities.

Tom Peterson, the organiza-
tion’s founder, said the campaign’s 
“inspiring messages” are an invita-
tion to Catholic neighbors, rela-
tives and co-workers to come “to 
the largest family reunion in mod-
ern history.”

The ads — airing in prime time 
on broadcast and cable channels — 
focus on the richness and history of 
the Catholic Church and highlight 
Catholic traditions of prayer, edu-
cation and help for the poor.

“If you’ve been away, come 
home to your parish, and visit 
Catholicscomehome.org today” is 
part of the ad’s message scheduled 

to air more than 400 times start-
ing before Christmas and going 
through the feast of the Epiphany.

Since they began their media 
campaigns in 2008, Catholics Come 
Home offi-
cials say 
Mass atten-
dance has 
i n c r e a s e d 
10 percent 
in the mar-
kets where 
the ads have 
shown and 
3 0 0 , 0 0 0 
p e o p l e 
have come 
back to the 
Church.

In its announcement, the orga-
nization highlighted the number 
of Catholics who do not attend 
Mass, citing a recent study by 
the Center for Applied Research 
in the Apostolate at Georgetown 
University that said only 33 per-

cent of U.S. Catholics attend week-
ly Mass, or put another way, 42.7 
million Catholics, or two-thirds, do 
not attend Sunday Mass.

Other statistics cited included 
how many 
hours per 
week the 
a v e r a g e 
American is 
“consuming 
media” par-
ticularly via 
TV and the 
Internet (38 
hours); and 
how many 
Americans 
n o w 
d e s c r i b e 

themselves as nonreligious/secular 
(13.2 percent of the total popula-
tion, up 110 percent from 1990 to 
2000). 

again, and this time her older brother 
went to his room to pray.

As he prayed the rosary, Farmer 
described a moment when he had a 
vision of Brittany running smoothly, 
not stumbling as she usually did 
because of the cerebral palsy. He 
later discovered it was at that very 
moment Brittany died while at the 
hospital. But because her brother 
was communicating with God in 
prayer, he was given the peace of 
knowing in his heart all was well 
with his sister.

Farmer acknowledged he wasn’t 
always one to pray, but something 
that day nudged him along. He 
encouraged his audience to perse-
vere in their prayer lives.

“The rosary is a real power-
house,” he said. “If you’ve tried it 
before, and didn’t get much out of 
it, give it another try. Stick with it 
and you’ll be amazed.”

Continuing with the superhero 
theme, Brad encouraged the teens to 
remember their mission.

“Our job is to be like the saints,” 
he said. “We were created to be 
superheroes. The only way we can 
do that is to recognize the gifts 
we’ve been given. Take those gifts 
everywhere, not just where it’s safe 
to be religious.”

Father Terrence Coonan, paro-
chial vicar at St. Pius X Parish in 
Granger, offered the young people 
catechesis on the sacrament of 
Confirmation. He explained how 
Confirmation unites the faithful to 
the Church and can call God the 
Father, Abba, through the Holy 
Spirit.

He explained that Confirmation 
increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
and “we need to continually pray 
and foster the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit,” Father Coonan said.

He added that one of the effects 
of Confirmation is that it “makes us 
officially full members and active 
members of the Church.”

Father Coonan said Confirmation 

provides a special strength of the 
Holy Spirit. In Confirmation, he 
said, there is a “permanent seal 
imprinted on our souls that can 
never be removed. It marks us out 
as a child of God.”

As students listened to the cat-
echetical sessions, their peers lined 
up to receive the sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Priests from across 
the diocese assisted in hearing con-
fessions.

In the afternoon, a portion of the 
retreat was devoted to Eucharistic 
Adoration, which included the reci-
tation of the rosary.

At the afternoon keynote, 
APeX’s Monterastelli told the 
young people how he dealt with 
some learning disabilities and social 
anxiety. 

Monterastelli amazed the crowd 
by demonstrating how a straight 
jacket works as he allowed a mem-
ber of the audience to lock him into 

one. While he proceeded to work 
his way out of the jacket, a seem-
ingly impossible task, Monterastelli 
demonstrated the parallels of break-
ing free from sin.  

“As long as we keep Christ in 
our lives,” he said, “all things are 
possible, and not even sin can keep 
us down.”

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades cel-
ebrated Mass with attendees to close 
out the rally. 

In his homily, Bishop Rhoades 
spoke of John the Baptist who 
called the people to repent and pre-
pare for the Lord. 

Just as in Advent we prepare 
for the Lord at Christmas or His 
Second Coming, those preparing for 
the sacrament of Confirmation are 
preparing to receive the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, Bishop Rhoades 
noted. Before Jesus ascended into 
heaven, He promised the Apostles 

He would send them His Spirit. 
The Spirit, Bishop Rhoades 

said, “will be with you for the rest 
of your lives — to guide you, to 
help you, to strengthen you in your 
Christian lives.”

John the Baptist called for repen-
tence — to turn to the Lord.

“There is no better way to 
prepare for Christmas — or 
Confirmation for that matter —
than to have our souls cleansed of 
our sins and be in friendship with 
Christ,” Bishop Rhoades said.

He encouraged all, “Prepare for 
the way of the Lord, to welcome 
Jesus in our lives every day by pray-
ing, by being close to Him, and by 
striving to live as He taught us — to 
observe His commandments, to love 
one another as He has loved us.”

“In these coming months,” 
Bishop Rhoades said, “my simple 
message to you is to prepare the 
way of the Lord, the message of 
John the Baptist. Prepare for your 
Confirmation, especially by going 
to Confession and by praying every 
day and by being close to Jesus.”

This is the first year Corpus 
Christi School from South Bend 
has participated in the diocesan 
Confirmation rally. Fifty-three sev-
enth and eighth graders were among 
the loudest to cheer during the intro-
ductions. The eighth graders were 
just confirmed this fall, while the 
seventh graders are beginning their 
preparations.

“They interspersed great solem-
nity and prayer,” said Corpus Christi 
religion teacher Marilyn Ahearn. 
“Then the next minute they’re 
bouncing beach balls! I think they 
did a really good job of mixing it 
up.”

“It was great because I got 
to be there with all my friends,” 
smiled Corpus Christi eighth-grader 
Collin Greve. “It was nice, because 
our class has already received 
Confirmation, to see so many other 
kids being prepared for it.”

“I thought it was a really excit-
ing day!” added Corpus Christi 
Principal Maggie Mackowiak. “I 
hope this is the first of many trips 
we can make over to Fort Wayne, 
or wherever they have it, so the kids 
can be with each other, from all dif-
ferent churches and schools … and 
celebrate and hear about the power 
of the Holy Spirit.”

“I think it’s really fun — the 
stories are touching,” said Elise 
Vorndran of Queen of Angels 
Parish in Fort Wayne.

“Very inspiring!” added Juliahna 
Clark, also of Queen of Angels.

“It’s great — very informa-
tional!” said Jack Johnston, of St. 
Joseph-Hessen Cassel Parish in Fort 
Wayne.
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Tess Steffen contributed to this story.

Catholic News Service contributed to this 
story.

T E S S  S T E F F EN

The Franciscan Sisters Minor and some Confirmation students from St. 
John the Baptist, Fort Wayne, gathered to eat lunch during the diocesan 
Confirmation rally at the Summit in Fort Wayne.

T IM MACKOWIAK

Attendees from Corpus Christi Parish, South Bend, join in song.
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PROVDED BY  S T .  THERESE  S CHOOL

St. Therese School students and staff in Fort Wayne shared 

a family-style Thanksgiving lunch with visiting dignitaries 

that included Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry and Diocese 

of Fort Wayne-South Bend School Superintendent Dr. 

Mark Myers. Pastor Father Teteh wowed the students 

with a performance of “God Bless America.” 

DIGNITARIES FOR THANKSGIVING 


